[image: image1.jpg]ALVA

Association of Leading
Visitor Attractions




- FROM ART TO ZOOS –

LEARNING UNDER LOCKDOWN

THE UK’S TOP VISITOR ATTRACTIONS OFFER EDUCATIONAL WORK AND CONTENT

FOR CHILDREN AND SCHOOLS
With week 5 of homeschooling about to begin, members of ALVA (Association of Leading Visitor Attractions) are offering a variety of innovative “virtual” learning activities for Children and Schools.  These range from building LEGO Shakespeare and drawing a comic strip inspired by The Tempest, to creating a gruesome recipe for a witches spell from Macbeth with Shakespeare Birthplace Trust to how to use your body to make art with the Tate or create your very own lolly stick theatre and re-tell the story of the Great Fire of London with Museum of London to Virtual Zoo Days with Chester Zoo and Edinburgh Zoo to celebrating Chinese New Year and LGBTQ+ History Month with Royal Museums Greenwich and Birmingham Museums’ science museum, Thinktank has created 16 kitchen science videos for kids and parents to try while home schooling.  They include amazing experiments such as how to get an egg back from space and make ice cream without using a freezer!

Bernard Donoghue (Director) of ALVA, explains: “All visitor attractions provide educational and learning experiences in normal times, physically onsite and digitally online, but over the last year they have all stepped-up to the challenge to produce even more creative learning experiences to help children, teachers and parents who are learning and teaching at home.

He continues: “We know that museums and galleries, parks and gardens, zoos and castles, palaces and cathedrals are the backdrops for people's happiest memories and these examples of learning tools are just a small indication of how attractions keep themselves digitally open when they are physically closed.”

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust has launched free online resources of over 300 education resources and activities on its website to support teachers and inspire 
home learners with Shakespeare’s works during the national lockdown. Developed by the Trust’s award-winning education team, the resources are in line with the national curriculum for Key Stage 1, 2 and 3, offering fun and imaginative ways for children age 4 – 14 to engage with Shakespeare - from building LEGO Shakespeare and drawing a comic strip inspired by The Tempest, to creating a gruesome recipe for a witches spell from Macbeth and describing a scene from Romeo & Juliet in Juliet’s diary. There’s even a Shakespeare-style insult generator to provide entertainment during playtime. All resources and activities are available free of charge and easily accessible online via www.shakespeare.org.uk/education/home-learning without the need to register. Many are presented as paperless resources for those without a printer at home, including three-minute Snappy Shakespeare plays and video tutorials. Budding little chefs can also whip up delicious recipes that Shakespeare would have eaten as a boy, such as Tudor bread and apple pancakes. They have just announced that Shakespeare Week which runs from 15 – 21 March and is the annual national celebration of Shakespeare in primary schools, will be presented entirely online this year with a fresh and exciting programme to support teachers, families and children with their home schooling adventures. This year’s Shakespeare Week carries the theme of wellbeing and joining the virtual celebrations are some of the country’s best-loved children’s authors, artists and celebrities, including CBeebies presenter Ben Cajee and CBBC’s Nikki Lilly, providing a wealth of activities and workshops to bring Shakespeare to life. www.shakespeareweek.org.uk.
The Globe is providing lots for homeschooling to help support children with their Shakespeare. Telling Tales returns for 2021 with a selection of online storytellings and workshops that you can connect with from home. With options for young children through to teenagers, meet their educational practitioners as they immerse you in the world of Shakespeare’s plays. Join them wherever you are by Zoom to share in the joy of Shakespeare’s stories from 30 January – 21 February 2021.

Further info here: https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/seasons/telling-tales-2021/
The Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) is offering a large number of free Shakespeare-related resources to students currently learning at home, and to teachers looking to create lesson plans to deliver online.  Content includes RSC Activity Toolkits, focussing on six of Shakespeare’s most studied plays.  The toolkits include a number of short 15-minute tasks that can be completed by students at home, or set as part of a remote lesson.  With supporting videos from RSC actors, the toolkits will take students deeper into the world of each play.  Actors, including Niamh Cusack, Paapa Essiedu and David Tennant have also created video responses to questions sent in from students as part of Homework Help.  The RSC is also streaming Michael Morpurgo’s Tales from Shakespeare, fresh retellings of six of Shakespeare’s timeless stories. They are free for UK schools, with a 
new Tale being available on demand at 10am every Friday until 5 February. Schools can sign up to register and the content is available on demand for teachers and students, at home or in school, for 3 months. Home learning resources - https://www.rsc.org.uk/education/about-rsc-education/home-learning-with-the-rsc Tales from Shakespeare - https://www.rsc.org.uk/education/schools-broadcasts
The National Theatre has lots of digital resources available for schools and young people including the National Theatre Collection which is a digital library of 30 world-class theatre productions that teachers and pupils can watch in the classroom or at home. The productions are accompanied by learning resources and it's free to access for state schools and FE colleges across the UK.  Discover their free digital learning resources including a playwriting programme and storytelling adventure 'Madame Kalamazoo' on their Learn at Home webpage. 
Chester Zoo has been hosting its now famous Virtual Zoo Days featuring species ranging from red pandas and Asian elephants to Sunda gharial crocodiles and giant leaf insects. The live videos, narrated by the zoo’s wonderful zookeepers and conservationists, have already been viewed by over 17.5m people and are available to watch again on the zoo’s YouTube and Facebook pages. Hoards of schools and home schoolers have been tuning in to learn all about the animals featured, wildlife conservation and science, with the zoo inundated with messages of thanks from  parents and teachers letting them know what a huge help the Virtual Zoo Days are to them during lockdown.  They’ll be hosting further Virtual Zoo Days on Friday 5 Feb and Friday 19 Feb live on their Facebook and YouTube pages from 10am. Away from the Virtual Zoo Days, if people are looking for animal, science and conservation activities then head to the Chester Zoo website they have an amazing range of resources to help with teaching and learning at home and at school. From animal masks and games to fact files and hands on activities, they have over 200 free resources to keep all young conservationists busy.   Every week while their zoos are closed, Edinburgh Zoo and Highland Wildlife Park will be offering free online learning activities.  They will launch each activity week with a Facebook live on their Facebook page, led by their discovery and learning team, giving viewers the chance to meet some of their amazing animals and wonderful keepers - they'll even get the chance to ask them questions! For their younger fans, ZSL's zoos London and Whipsnade are broadcasting Tails from the Zoo each weekend night at 6:30pm on Facebook - where a zookeeper reads a bedtime story in front of the animals - and they also have the popular Zoo School, full of online learning resources for children: https://www.zsl.org/learning-resources.

Among the Museums and Galleries: Museum of London has recently launched  their usually in-personWorld Docks tour online as part of their #WednesdayWalks video series with historian and author Steve Martin. They also have some great 
highlights from their home learning resources & Museum of Fundon family activity offers. One of the family activities is related to pleasure gardens, which is a key location in the hit Netflix series Bridgerton. Their Learning resources for at home learning spans English, history, citizenship, PSHE, science, geography and archaeology. There’s lots to explore on their Museum of Fundon family page  including Create your very own lolly stick theatre and re-tell the story of the Great Fire of London! Royal Museums Greenwich have taken their Chinese New Year and LGBTQ+ History Month workshops online this year. These would normally be big events for families to attend in person, but the current situation means they’ve made them available online - perfect for home schooling! Discover activities for families to try at home. From lucky fish to hongbao, head to https://www.rmg.co.uk/family-activities for crafts for all ages and abilities. Throughout February, the National Maritime Museum is celebrating LGBTQ+ histories with activities for families to try at home. From rainbows to merfolk, head to https://www.rmg.co.uk/family-activities for crafts for all ages and abilities. Royal Museums Greenwich have taken their Chinese New Year and LGBTQ+ History Month workshops online this year. These would normally be big events for families to attend in person, but the current situation means they’ve made them available online - perfect for home schooling! Discover activities for families to try at home. From lucky fish to hongbao, head to https://www.rmg.co.uk/family-activities for crafts for all ages and abilities. Throughout February, the National Maritime Museum is celebrating LGBTQ+ histories with activities for families to try at home. From rainbows to merfolk, head to https://www.rmg.co.uk/family-activities for crafts for all ages and abilities. Tate Kids offers a range of free art activities, quizzes, films and educational resources that the whole family can enjoy. Through the dedicated website tate.org.uk/kids, children can learn about art in fun and inventive ways. Artist-inspired activities offer opportunities for young people of all ages to get creative using materials found at home. Recent videos include learning how to use your body to make art with Harold Offeh and a workshop showing viewers how to draw a friend with Joey Yu. Children can create and upload their own digital artworks with Tate Paint and play online games and quizzes inspired by artists in the Tate collection, such as ‘Which Arty Fairy Are You?’ There will be Hands-on family activities at the National Gallery during half-term include Decoding pictures (15 February), a live online tour where families will work together to piece together clues in paintings, Musical tales (16 February) an online musical storytelling event for babies and toddlers and Story Studio (17 February), a live Zoom session where families can listen to a story and then create a story-inspired artwork focusing on Pierre Mignard’s The Marquise de Seignelay and Two of her Sons.’ The British Museum has a broad range of free learning resources available on their website, covering ages 3–16+. Excite inquisitive minds as you teach them how Egyptian mummies were made, or learn about what the Romans ate and drank – then try out a recipe for honeyed bread together. Their resources cover a 
wide range of curriculum links, including History, Art and Design and RE and they offer materials on diverse topics such as Sutton Hoo, Egypt, Rome, prehistoric Britain and the Vikings Explore the full range of online resources. 
Old Royal Naval College have a new page that has collated all their digital content, including a new podcast, online jigsaw puzzles, and children’s activities (videos and downloadable worksheets) that tie into the KS2 curriculum: https://ornc.org/discover They are also endorsed by the Fantastic for Families initiative. Natural History Museum (NHM) has digital events and activities coming up including the NHM Homework Club which will be updated with a new theme each week, with this week’s theme being whales. There is also a section on their website called ‘try this at home’ https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/try-this-at-home.html Imperial War Museum has an online Home Learning Hub which is free – from spies and submarines to life on the Home Front, this hub brings history into the homes of families across the world, sharing unique and personal stories from their extraordinary collections. Families can discover fascinating stories about people who lived through extraordinary events in Adventures in History and put their learning to the test in Family Mission. The Science Museum Group has adapted to the latest lockdown, once again supporting home schooling through their extensive learning resources, games and apps (including using water to defy the laws of gravity and making rocket mice) and a partnership with BBC Bitesize, where they’ve brought the thrill of science into living rooms across the country with hands-on activities to try at home and spectacular demonstrations from the Science Museum’s Wonderlab: The Equinor Gallery; the episodes are now available on iPlayer. Audiences at home can still enjoy fantastic free events in the form of a brand new Climate Talks event series exploring climate change and sustainability, the Yorkshire Games Festival and Manchester Science Festival. While their doors are closed they’ve also been engaging audiences with the incredible diversity of their collection with the amazingly popular digital tool Never Been Seen.
There’s lots of info on how people can enjoy their work from home in the Museum at Home section of National Museums Scotland website - https://www.nms.ac.uk/museum-at-home/. This includes activity films for families, including museum-inspired yoga, sketching, upcycling craft activities and more give families and parents respite from home schooling, with imaginative new ways to engage with our collections. They reached over 7000 pupils between October-December 2020 with their new Digital School Sessions and they're now sharing the recordings of those sessions with the classes who participated so they can revisit them for follow-up work or revision during this period of remote learning. For their sessions planned for January, they’re changing the format – they know that regular access to devices for pupils learning at home can be an issue, so they're now pre-
recording our sessions, which will be available to teachers who book a session to share with their pupils at home so they can watch whenever they can get access to a device, as well as with those pupils who are still attending school in person. Online programming (Friday Friends @Museum) for family groups with visually impaired and deaf children is helping isolated families connect. Participants are sent craft materials in advance for online museum-themed sessions, made accessible with audio captioning and BSL, and supported with expertise from ASN music specialists Drake Music. Birmingham Museums recently launched its collaboration with the online game Occupy White Walls.  While galleries remain closed as a result of the pandemic, art lovers and gamers can create their own exhibitions and virtual galleries using thousands of artworks that are in the public domain across the world, including 200 plus artworks from Birmingham’s collections.  Thousands of galleries have been created so far from fantasy exhibition spaces to slick minimalist studios. https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/blog/posts/going-global-in-lockdown-birmingham-museums-becomes-first-official-museum-to-partner-with-occupy-white-walls  Their award-winning science museum, Thinktank have created 16 kitchen science videos for kids and parents to try while home schooling.  They include amazing experiments such as how to get an egg back from space and make ice cream without using a freezer! https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/sessions_and_resources?school_topic=210 
Kettle’s Yard - University Of Cambridge has been creating online exhibition pages. They have moved their current exhibition Alfred Wallis Rediscovered online via their Alfred Wallis at Home page. For families, there is an Alfred Wallis inspired activity sheet which is free to download. At the Wallace Collection children can learn all they need to know about Medieval Knights in a creative livestream workshop to kick off half term (13 February) and listen to the intriguing West African folktale, 'Anansi and the Unknown Challenge', in a live YouTube storytelling session (17 February). The Collection's range of downloadable learning resources use different objects to encourage active looking and creative responses, ranging from drawing and modelling to writing and photo challenges. Plus, the Wallace Collection's digital sessions for schools are still open to book during lockdown and are delivered by artist-educators, writers and historians. Waddesdon Manor’s education team are also still holding learning sessions with schools via Zoom plus they have a set of fun, free resources developed by their learning team for teachers and parents to use at home:https://waddesdon.org.uk/explore-waddesdon-online/fun-for-families-online/?fbclid=IwAR1beDeUwZXKhsp---bYSHYsx6vEpt3dI65juJJ5R4FUhGQfEKzKff_W0Fg The Ashmolean have created a big collection of curriculum linked Ashmolean Learning Resources 
(https://www.ashmolean.org/learning-resources) which include zoomable images, short films and PDFs with teachers’ notes. These are more focused towards teachers to share with students. Next week they are launching an Ancient Olympics themed package geared more towards home learning that includes a short film featuring objects, a make a pot activity film, a quiz and an interactive jigsaw. Other future themes will include China and then Egypt. They have already developed Ancient Egypt jigsaw puzzles: https://www.ashmolean.org/ancient-egypt-puzzles The Museum of Natural History (Oxford) has a variety of resources that they have been building on including their Family Learning at Home (https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/family-learning-home). There are also their HOPE Project learning resources about insects (https://www.oumnh.ox.ac.uk/hope-future-project-learning) as well as the Learning Zone (http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/thezone/).
Cathedrals are also offering support: Westminster Abbey are running free 10-minute Facebook live sessions for children and their families every Saturday morning exploring the Abbey, with stories and craft activities to try at home. They’re on Facebook at www.facebook.com/westminsterabbeylondon. They have just launched new online video content as part of their free online teaching resources and have an extensive catalogue of downloadable material available covering History and RE, all aligned to the National Curriculum. More information can be found in the news story on their website https://www.westminster-abbey.org/abbey-news/abbey-launches-teaching-resources The resources themselves are accessible 
https://www.westminster-abbey.org/learning/teaching-resources
 

Relax with the Roman Baths video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ-W-TYddQg&t=22s And some Art Club craft videos: https://www.romanbaths.co.uk/art-club Leeds Castle’s Education resources are available to download useful learning activities and test your knowledge with online quizzes: https://www.leeds-castle.com/HomeEducation 
Gardens are also offering suggestions - the RHS Campaign for School Gardening which can help to support parents who are homeschooling :https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk  Lots of nice family-friendly activities designed to support the curriculum and encourage kids to get outdoors.  Kew Gardens website will guide you to a ‘Read and Watch / Virtual Kew’ area and a ‘Learning’ area packed with beautiful virtual tours, learning resources, fun family activities and insights into the work done here at Kew Gardens. Family learning at home resources: Learning at home: Educational resources that are easy to download including videos and quizzes for inquisitive minds!
Learning at home: https://www.kew.org/learning/learning-at-home Music and 
movement videos: https://www.kew.org/learning/community-and-access/family-and-early-years-learning/childrens-songs-activities Family nature activities: https://www.kew.org/learning/community-and-access/family-and-early-years-learning/nature-activity-resources 
Designed for children aged 5 to post-16, UK Parliament’s award-winning resources include activities, videos, games and downloadable books. From experiencing what it’s like to be an MP for a week, to learning how laws are made, the resources cover topics across the UK curricula, including elections, debating, British Values and the work and role of UK Parliament in our democracy https://learning.parliament.uk/en/resources
 
The Southbank Centre will present a mini series of online events for families on Saturday, February 20 to bring entertainment into UK homes in the half-term break. These events will take place on Zoom as the multi-arts centre continues its commitment to bringing arts and culture to communities nationwide throughout the pandemic. Further information will be announced in the coming weeks. Please visit southbankcentre.co.uk. 
Since the first lockdown, Historic Royal Palaces have been running a regular series on virtual talks via the platform Crowdcast, presented by their Chief Curator Lucy Worsley. Their third run kicked off on 27 January with a talk on ‘Myths of the Tower of London’ with Ravenmaster Chris Skaife and curator Jane Spooner. Previous topics have covered everything from royal fashion to ghost stories and are free to join, although they do ask people to consider making a donation to the charity when they sign up. To help parents with homeschooling during this current lockdown, they’ve created a resource page on their website, filled with materials that they can use. Each one signposts the key stage it is most suitable for, and includes everything from online games to informative videos and downloadable PDFs. For the third year the RA (Royal Academy) will host the Young Artists’ Summer Show, a free, open submission exhibition for 5 – 19 year olds, and students are now invited to submit their work for 2021. V&A Museum have #LetsMakeWednesdays - weekly blog series of fun activities and challenges inspired by objects in the collection: https://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/museum-life/letsmakewednesdays-women-artists-in-the-va-collection. The National Portrait Gallery have some great resources for families who are looking for fun, creative, educational activities to do at home - www.npg.org.uk/visit/explore-at-home with multiple free resources linked to subjects such as art, history, citizenship and literacy. Playful Portraits includes a downloadable activity book and lots of how-to video guides with imaginative ideas for things to do from making a den to creating a food face! Plus for young people 
there are a series of BP Next Generation short films made by artists with step-by-step guides in drawing and painting techniques. 

The British Library hosts a range of online workshops, activities and resources for schools, teachers and learners of all ages at www.bl.uk/learning. Their collection – filled with treasures including ancient manuscripts, world maps, historic newspapers, music recordings, and contemporary photographs – is at the heart of their unique learning programme which offers a range of opportunities to explore, connect and interact online. Their programme for Primary, Secondary and Further Education learners encourages curiosity, creativity and exploration, enriching the curriculum and developing lifelong learning skills. Their website is brimming with ideas and inspiration for the home or classroom, from Gothic literature to medieval history and from World War One to feminism.
Discover the National Museum of the Royal Navy's learning pages on the Times Educational Supplement Website, using this link:https://www.tes.com/member/NMRN_Learning These source packs will support learning at home and school. Their range of resources will enable exploration of the Royal Navy's rich history and heritage from World War Two content to Life in the Sailing Navy and the role of the Royal Navy in the suppression of the Slave Trade. There are also links to their online collection https://collections.nmrn.org.uk/home They are also currently creating family friendly digital content for our Youtube channel, with stories suitable for early years and Key Stage 1. This will feature our special series of Royal Naval animal hero stories featuring Poll the Parrot, HMS Trincomalee, Pollyanna the Underwater Reindeer, Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Cherry the Penguin who Flew, FAAM and Willow the HMS Warrior cat. The RAF Museum has made the content of their ‘streamed to your school’ sessions available as videos with accompanying teacher sheets providing ideas to use with your class before and after watching the videos. Links to these videos can be shared with students learning from home. To continue to support you during these difficult times, these videos will be offered for FREE* while the lockdown continues. For further details and to request access, please see here: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/schools/school-activity-programme.aspx Plus, starting this week, they will be releasing weekly ‘Lockdown Literacy’ resources, sharing RAF stories to encourage and inspire fantastic readers and amazing writers! This week’s theme is TEAMWORK. See here: https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/schools/lockdown-literacy.aspx and come back every Wednesday during lockdown for new Learning@Home ideas.

Forestry England offers families the chance to visit a tree nursery, explore forest machinery and learn about different habitats for wildlife. They will be immersed in the world of sustainable timber production, learning about the importance of plant health and how woodlands are managed for wildlife. Their Google Expeditions tours can be viewed on mobile devices, tablets and chrome books. The experience can be heightened with the use of a virtual reality headset.Link to website: https://www.forestryengland.uk/100/google-expeditions. There’s lots of other free downloadable resources here: https://www.forestryengland.uk/learning. 
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) are promoting their ‘wild’ home learning hub which has been designed to help parents support their primary aged children with key parts of the science and geography curriculum, covering topics WWT addresses daily such as climate change, wildlife identification, and habitats. Parents have access to wetland-themed lesson plans, quizzes and a range of fun activities to be completed both indoors and out. These include WWT’s very popular ‘make it activities’ with step-by-step instructional videos showing how to make everything from a mini pond to a water cycle in a jar www.wwt.org.uk/family-activities.  The National Memorial Arboretum, the nation’s year-round centre of remembrance, has continued to expand its collection of online cross-curricular learning resources which cater for KS1 to KS5 and lifelong learners. Designed by the 150-acre site’s learning team, the downloadable activity packs feature the key themes of service, sacrifice and the importance of remembrance, while encouraging people to engage with the natural world. These include the role of art and music in remembrance and specific packs exploring key anniversaries such as Holocaust Memorial Day, VE Day and VJ Day. All activity packs can be downloaded for free from the Arboretum’s website:https://www.thenma.org.uk/visit-us/plan-your-visit/visiting-for-learning-and-training/learning-from-home In advance of the Spring Half Term holiday, the Arboretum is launching a walking toolkit for families of all ages. It is packed full of reflective, inspirational, and fun family activities to reinvigorate a daily walk, encouraging people to embrace and engage with the natural world. The packs will be available to download for free from the Arboretum website from 5 February 2021: https://thenma.org.uk/what's-on/daily-activities/walking-toolkit URL live from 5 Feb.
For further information on ALVA, please visit www.alva.org.uk
or follow on Twitter @Alva_UK
Notes to Editors

ALVA members are the UK's most popular, iconic and important museums, galleries, palaces, castles, cathedrals, zoos, historic houses, heritage sites, gardens and leisure attractions. The 61 ALVA members manage some nearly 2,200 tourist sites and normally welcome over 119 million domestic and overseas visitors each year; some 28% of the visits made annually in the United Kingdom.
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